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NEWS

Massacre of Christians continue in Pakistan

On Wednesday 26th September, two armed men entered the downtown office of the Institute for Peace and Justice, a 30-year old Church-backed charity organization working for the oppressed in the city of Karachi. There they tied up and gagged the staff.  Eight of them were then shot in the head at close range with a single bullet each, and the ninth Christian person beaten to a pulp.  The unidentified attackers escaped.  Police described the chilling executions as “meticulous and methodical”.  Since Pakistan gave support to US-led campaign against Al Qaeda, 38 Christians have been killed in 5 such attacks.  (Punch Sept 27, pg 51)

PFN calls for Christian Revolutionary Agenda

Pissed about the current political developments in Nigeria, the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) is promoting what it calls the Millennium Christian Revolutionary Agenda.  The Agenda is to provoke “Nigerian Christians [to] begin to see their responsibility in nation-building as a task that must be achieved if they will not be failing God and their generation.  The thrust of the matter is that Christians should come out to be involved in the political process, not just to vote for the candidates of their choice, but “to serve that the light might shine”. (  page 2 Col 1
Lagos State governor admits being under pressure to introduce Sharia

Governor Bola Tinubu of Lagos has confessed he is under severe pressure to introduce Sharia law into the state.  He first dropped this bombshell when receiving Lagos evangelist, Prophet Samson Ayorinde in his office.   If this has not come from the governor personally, most Christians will probably think no one could ever be contemplating such a move – and that should speak volumes concerning the mindset and ambition of the powers behind Sharia in Nigeria.  They are ready to stop at virtually NOTHING! (  page 2, col 1.
Sword of the Spirit marks 20 years

It was celebration galore as the Sword of the Spirit Ministries celebrated 20 years of God’s goodness and grace between Sept 30- Oct 6.  The history of this ministry involved with crusades and mass evangelism, Church planting (Christ Life Church), Literature and Media Ministries, International Bible College of Ministries, etc, began on May 17 1982 while the set-man, Bishop Francis Wale Oke was studying John 21.  Convicted by the phrase, “lovest thou me more than these?”, he decided to go all out for the work of the Master. ( page 2 col 2.
Reinhard Bonkke For Ile-Ife
Sometimes earlier this year, Christian leaders in Ile-Ife approached the Christ for All Nations, requesting for a Bonkke crusade.  As usual, Bonkke would subject the request to prayers to seek the counsel of the Lord.  However while the leadership of the Christian Association of Nigeria in Ile-Ife were praying that the Holy Ghost would grant their request and hopefully a date in 2004 can be obtained, the outcome was far more than anything they could have hoped for: Bonkke is to accept the invitation, and is to come immediately –that is this year!  That means three Bonkke crusades in Osun State in just a little over a year!  ( page 2, Col 2
Holy Ghost Congress 2002

Thank God, the end of the year is here, and it is time for another edition of the Holy Ghost Congress.  Organized by the Redeemed Christian Church of God, the Congress has established itself as a great crowd puller, and one the largest meetings of any kind in the world.  At the first edition in Lekki (1998), an estimated 7 million people were in attendance -  the largest gathering of human beings ever before that time.  Subsequent editions have even been more successful.  This year’s edition will run for an entire week Monday 16 – Saturday 21 December ( Page 2, Col 2.
Islamic Militants Declare War On College In South-West Nigeria

About 1000 riotous people, claiming to be members of the Muslim Students Society of Nigeria in the Ondo Area descended upon the Adeyemi College of Education on Oct. 11, and paralyzed activities from 6.00am to about 12 noon.  The group forced their way into several sensitive locations on the Campus, and dispossessed the security men around of a gun and communication gadgets – reportedly at gun point.
Breaking into the home of the Provost, they compelled him to sign an undertaking to re-instate within 2 weeks some 5 students (3 female and 2 male) who had been dismissed by College authorities for their insistence on going-around fully veiled, in the spirit of Sharia( pg 2

HAVE YOU BEEN TO WWW.CHURCHARISE.ORG?  ENRICH AND EQUIPYOURSELF. VISIT US TODAY!

            College authorities had argued that not only will this manner of dressing compromise security on Campus, but is inappropriate for teachers-in-training..  Imams and other Islamic authorities in the city who tried to mediate were labeled by the intransigent students as “false Moslems”.  Organized in so-called ‘Platoons’ and shouting Allahu Akbar, the Moslem mob made little efforts to hide the fact that they were Al Qaeda ‘wanna bes’.  In a letter titled “Aftermath of October 11” and widely distributed in the College at the end of the 2 weeks, the group is threatening to do to the College “ exactly what bin Laden did with the United States”.  
Showers of Blessings at Redemption Camp (contd)

 The theme (highly prophetic, as experience shows) is Showers of Blessings.  The General Overseer of the RCCG, Pastor Enoch Adeboye together with seasoned ministers of the Gospel from within and outside Nigeria will be ministering.  We very highly recommend you make all efforts to participate at this usually Holy Ghost saturated meet.  Venue is the Redemption Camp.
PFN REVOLUTION (continued from front page)

All these were contained in a press advertorial by the organization and signed by its national president, Bishop Mike Okwonkwo as the position taken by the NEC meeting of the PFN (Punch Sept 20, pg 41).  The strongly worded statement urged “Nigerian Christians and other well meaning Nigerians” not to allow “unabated, the FILTH” that is currently being unleashed on the polity “by the present crop of profligate politicians…. Who have turned themselves to demi-gods in Nigeria”.


In a similar vein, the Christian Organization for Renewal and Development has expressed shock at the “lack of consideration for national and Christian interests, especially by Christian lawmakers in the National Assembly.  In a statement, the Group said that “it will be unfortunate for Christian law-makers to assume that the accusers [of President Obasanjo] are motivated by any patriotic or democratic commitments.  Obasanjo is seen as a threat and an affront to Islamic interests in Nigeria and an obstruction to easy access to public funds”.  (Punch, Sept 24, pg 3)

OBJ could seek second term: Omobude

The General Superintendent of the New Covenant Church, Rev. Felix Omobude has called on Nigerians to allow the constitution prevail over the controversy on President Obasanjo’s bid for a second term.  Commenting on the position taken by the Chief FRA Williams-led group, Patriots, which urged OBJ to jettison his second term bid, Rev Omobude said the President had the constitutional right to seek another term.  He advised National Assembly members to busy themselves with what the people voted them into office to do, and leave the issue of whether or not to accept OBJ for second term to the people (voters).  It is widely believed that the whole impeachment threat is designed to frustrate the President’s bid for a second term.  (Reports from Punch, Oct 21, page 10).
Sharia tries Lagos (continued from page 1)

Thankfully, the governor, himself a Moslem, apparently has been able to resist the pressure so far.  In fact he described the people behind it as “politicians and their cohorts”, who are “deliberately attempting to disintegrate the nation” for their personal gain. (Punch Sept 9, pg 5).  In the meantime similar pressure is reportedly being exerted in other Southern states in Nigeria where various “drama” are being enacted in the name of Sharia!

Bonkke Crusade at Ife (continued from Page 1)


All these show quite plainly that the Holy Ghost is set to work mightily at Ile-Ife, the Cradle and Spiritual Headquater of the Yoruba race.  The Crusade (and the usual fire conference for ministers) is scheduled for Dec 4-8.  If you are a born again Christian in Ile-Ife and environs, then you are not expected to be a member of the congregation, but an active participant.  For instance, 20,000 ushers will be needed while the number of counselors will be 60,000!  Not to talk of other aspects such as security, publicity, mass choir, etc!  For more information, contact your Pastor, or you may contact directly the Chairman of the Central Working Committee, Pastor E.A. Osasona of Christ’s Fishers of Men Church. (Phone 036-230269).


Already, there are lots of evidences that the devil is already in shivers.  Leaflets threatening chaos at the crusade were circulated by some traditional religionists; but all such threats have been effectively dealt with.  At least one high priest of a local deity has summarily lost his chieftaincy title in the process.  The crusade and fire conference will be holding along Ede road, in the neighbourhood of the University campus.  Congratulations Ile-Ife, Congratulations Yoruba race!

20 years of bountiful fruit-bearing (contd from pg 1)

  In his welcome address to participants at the 20th year celebrations, Bishop Wale Oke thanked God for preserving the ministry over the years and for using the work to ignite a huge Holy Ghost revival in the land.  Church Arise! Livingwater Ministries, publisher of Church Arise! is but one of the countless fruits the Sword of the Spirit Ministries has brought forth for the Lord in these 20 years.  We rejoice with Bishop and Rev (Mrs) Wale Oke and wish them more strength and grace as they forge ahead serving the Lord.

David Wilkerson in Nigeria

David Wilkerson, Pastor of Times Square Church of New York and the real-life hero of the book The Cross and the Switchblade, was in Nigeria for a mission in the month of October.  He was in Lagos 3-5 October for a Ministers’ Conference and at Jos for a city-wide crusade between 10-12 October.  The theme on this mission trip was: “The Truth will set you free” .
Covenant University kicks off, Affiliates with ORU

Covenant University (CU), one of the new [Christian] Universities recently licensed in Nigeria has commenced classes (Oct 21).  As part of the efforts to ensure the University lives up to its mission statement of providing top quality education of international standard, it has sought and secured affiliation with the Oral Roberts University (ORU) in the United States.  According to a Memorandum of Understanding signed recently between the two institutions, among other provisions, there will be exchange of staff and students, credit transfer to either institutions by students, assistance in recruitment of staff and students and access to facilities of ORU.  CU is only the third university worldwide to be granted an affiliation status by ORU; and it shows the implicit confidence ORU places in the quality of education in the new University.

Nigerian Christian News

Most readers of Church Arise! will be excited to learn that a new website devoted to reporting activities and events in the Nigerian Christian communities has been launched.  Described as a one-stop site on the Internet for news on Christian events in Nigeria, it also provides links to websites of both local and international Nigerian Churches, ministries and organizations.  The url for the site is: www.nigchristiannews.com.  It is a project of Journalists for Christ..  (Punch Oct 5, pg7)

Terrorists plan an Islamic State in Asia

The Singapore government on Sept 19 announced that the terrorists they had arrested a month earlier were planning to cripple Singapore’s military and other crucial targets as part of a plan to overthrow neighbouring Malaysian government and creating an Islamic state there.  “The attacks on key Singapore installations would be portrayed as acts of aggression by the Malaysian government and thereby generating animosity and distrust between Malaysia and Singapore”.  In the ensuing ethnic strife, the ultimate goal is the creation of an Islamic state covering Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and Brunei.


Most of the 21 people arrested were members of Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) the group under the regional leader, Hambali, believed to be responsible for the later bombing at Bali on October 24. (Punch Sept 20, pg 13).

Israeli Knesset advocates spouse benefits for Gay MK

The first openly gay member of the Israeli Knesset has been elected.  Uzi Even has been living with a male partner Dr Amit Kama for 18 years.  Now HA’ARETZ reported that efforts are on-going in the Knesset to ensure that Mr Even receives all the benefits due to other Members of Knesset (MKs) including pension plans and other perks which ordinarily are not granted to same-sex partners. Jewish World Review Nov. 4, 2002.  

And more privileges for gays also in South Africa

       Mankind’s proud revelry in the abominable act of homosexualism is gradually coming home to Africa.  In South Africa, homosexual couples are now allowed to adopt children – children that obviously came from normal heterosexual homes that is!  (Punch Sept 11, pg 13).  In a case brought to the Constitutional court, two lesbian judges Suzanne du Toit and Anne-Marie de Vos who have been living together since 1989 argued that the country’s Child Care Act and Guardianship Act which specifically prohibited adoption by gay couples were unconstitutional.  Judge Lewis Skweyiga agreed that children could get love and care from adopted gay parents.  The question is, at what price?

In UK, it is Homosexual assaults - in Church!
Lawrence Davies, the most senior Vicar in the Church of England in Cardiff, Wales, has been arrested on charges of rape and indecent assaults – on men. (SkyNews, 19/10/02).  Unfortunately, this has become a rather common news items in recent years.

Justifying it all

Meanwhile, mankind continues in his quest to justify homosexualism and label it ‘natural’.  According to a recent report by Maggie Fox of Reuters, US Scientists are studying brains of “gay sheep”, and trying to link an organic cause for homosexualism.  In recent times there have been efforts to link a subject’s pedophilia with some tumour in his brain, while another report posits that “teen angst [is] rooted in busy brain” (Newscientists.com No 158, Oct 19).  What all these new-age scientists are overlooking is another recent much-acclaimed report that showed that the brain can re-wire itself.  Changes in the brain are often induced by subjects’ action rather than subjects action being determined by some unusual brain mapping.

Nigerian Prostitutes in Spain under spell

Magic and voodoo is involved in keeping young girls lured abroad for prostitution in business.  According to investigation obtained by the Police in Spain, before leaving Africa, the young women are forced to submit their nail clippings, hair and menstrual blood which are used for making magical objects to force the women to submit to their captors until they reimbursed the cost of their trip, in the region of $20,000 (N2.5 million).  26 members of a prostitution ring led by a Nigerian couple are currently helping the police in their investigations.

(Punch Sept 20, pg 4 –  reports sourced from El Mundo)

Family

Romantic backaches? 

Husbands or wives who scurry around trying to make their spouses feel more comfortable when they suffer from back pain could be making matters worse. Overly solicitous spouses -- those who, for example, serve the suffering something to drink or fetch the TV remote control -- actually reinforce pain in their husband or wife, researchers said.

"For the first time we have discovered that a social variable, namely the presence of a spouse, can influence the brain's response to pain," said Herta Flor, professor of neuropsychology of the University of Heidelberg, Mannheim, Germany.

       At the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, Flor said increase in pain is felt not only emotionally, but also can be seen in recordings of brain activity. "When people pay too much attention to another's pain it tends to reinforce that pain," Flor said at a news briefing.  Non-solicitous individuals were defined as those who, instead of helping the sufferer into an easy chair, suggested the person go for a walk or try to get his or her mind off the pain, or simply left the room when the person began complaining.

        "The findings show that the solicitous spouse has become a cue for a more intense pain experience in the back," Flor said. "Treatment of chronic pain should focus on the modification of these types of negative influences on a patient's social environment."  Concurring with the findings, another professor observed that it probably explains “why persistent pain is so difficult to treat”.
(culled from a report by Ed Susman of the UPI http://www.NewsAndOpinion.com )

e-Mails and Letters

I wish to subscribe for CA online.  I’ve read some editions given by a friend - 
Bukki Babalola

I will like to be receiving your material.  I’ve gone through it and find it wonderful – Ajayi Seun
Put me on your mailing list and read this mission report for prayer action
-
Layade Gideon
I browsed your website.  And I thank God for the site.  It is nice and informative  –  Dayo Fadugba
More power to your elbow.  Your effort towards promoting Christian agenda for the end time is appreciated.  
-
Olapade Odunlade

I have read one of your magazines and I have learnt many lessons from the [it].. 
-  Tunji Ade
I am into youth ministry and run Operation Rescue.  I must tell you that the Lord helped me to get in contact with your book in Warri and it has been a great well of information for what I do.  I will also wish to have your account number or any means that I can use to sow into this great venture…I pray that the Lord will unstop the ears of men to hear the urgent heart beat of God this hour.  

-
Justice Okoronkwo, Jos

One major problem in the body of Christ is the issue of knowledge. (Hosea 4:6). My desire is to see a network of Christians who are serious enough, less noisy but effective in their approach to ministry work. May I say sir, that your work may appear trivial, but is not taken lightly by the kingdom of darkness. Keep it up and God will keep on enlightening you.  .We love you
-Pastor and Mrs Momodu, Oaktree Ministries, Abeokuta
SIGNS OF THE TIMES

Bakassi Judgement: A taste of global governance for Nigerians

Many Nigerians got their first taste of the pills of global governance when the International Court of Justice ruled on Oct 10 that the oil-rich Bakassi peninsula rightfully belongs to the Cameroon republic.  From the House of Assembly to Aso Rock, and all across the nation, there is a kind of unanimous indignation and amazement that several thousands of Nigerians (including 78,000 voters) could be asked to either change their nationality or leave their ancestral land.  But that is what global governance is all about!  The powers that be decide what the common global good is, and locals involved should learn to adjust!


It however appears that the large interest shown in the case across the nation might be more in the vast minerals and oil deposits in the region; as almost nobody is talking about other regions the country has been asked to also cede back to Cameroon!  

Meanwhile, the General Superintendent of the Deeper Christian Life Bible Church, Pastor William Kumuyi has cautioned Nigeria against going to war with Cameroon over the verdict of the ICJ.  Attributing the crisis to a “long time mistake” committed during the colonial era, Pastor Kumuyi advised that “we should not go into war because all the oil in the peninsula would not be able to pay for the blood that would be shed [in the event of a war]”  (Punch 21 October, pg 8).

No Valucard, No Visa?

As we believe, the preparatory moves to implantation of microchips into human beings as predicted in Rev 13:16-17 is first to get people addicted to the benefits of the chips, in the first instance implanted within a card.  In Nigeria, the first chip-bearing card is the Valucard, but despite massive promotions and subtle encouragements, most Nigerians are yet to catch the card bug.  But promoters of the card are unrelenting as well as very creative.  Now elements of coercion are gradually and subtly cropping up in the selling pitches for the card.  Remember the report where the USAID announced that only NGOs and individuals that carry Valucards can receive its financial supports? (Vol 4 No 3/Guardian June 1 2000, pg 30).  Now the threat is getting more to the grassroot.  According to an advert in the Punch newspaper (Sept 27 pg 51), “American visa fee will be paid with only Valucard as from December 2”.  Though we can not confirm the authenticity of this advert (not being placed by the American Consulate) it is clear that the appeal to using the card is getting more bite!

Enters the SuperCard

Talking of bite, students/youths are without doubt the most susceptible to peer pressure.  Now let’s see how many will be able to resist this dangling carrot:  In the new Super Card, the Valucard is only one of the various functions available.  Apart from having the capability to function as a Valucard electronic purse, also have other features including access to examination halls, hostels, library, internet, health insurance and discount opportunities locally and internationally.  About 19 institutions in Nigeria have already signed up for the implementation of the first phase of the project which has already taken off in UNILAG and YABATECH.  The Supercard plc, providers of the Supercard, will make provisions for cyber centres of 50 workstations to every tertiary institution nationwide.  (Punch October 22, pg 29)

And Finally, May we now discuss security?

Of course everybody knows that security and possible loss of cards are vital issues when chip-based cards are discussed.  However, it is also an open secret that is not politically correct to raise such issues – at least at the present time. But the time to start breaching the topic seems at hand, and that tells of a new phase in the whole development.  A recent cartoon/advert by Prudent bank proudly informs that Prudentbank Valucard can not be used by anybody else. (Punch Sept 28, pg 23).  The clear implication of this is that some biometry data from the owner will have to be encoded on the chip to make it personalized.  Quite soon, the next concern that will be raised will be the situation of people losing or probably inadvertently damaging their chip-cards (replacement will certainly take time!) – not to talk of the ‘inconvenience of having to keep producing the card each time a service is needed.  You might be able to guess what the ultimate solution to these problems will be.  Can you?
Meanwhile Kevin Warwick sells microchipping idea world-wide

Prof Kevin Warwick of the University of Reading, England, continues to sell the message of the indispensability of human implanted microchip for the post-modern world.  Speaking in Banglore, India at a lecture, he expressed confidence that many scientists will soon join him in the field of linking man and computer (via the implantation of a bio-chip, that is).  Prof Warwick said all scientists were looking forward to a time when computers can be linked to human intelligence and THOUGHT PROCESS (our emphasis).  He continues with the many “advantages” of chip implantation in Man: “The way we see things in 3 dimensions can change with an extra dimension.  With computers, one can add 10-20 dimensions more. Can we in future download memory?  Can we record dreams and play them back? ..It is like having a sixth sense”.  (Punch Oct. 21, Front page).  Many people in the world will find these possibilities too exciting to care whether it ushers in the Antichrist or not!  It is like eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil all over. How is YOUR heart? (See Exhortation on back page).
AIDS Epidemic to hit 110 million by 2010
       By the end of this decade, the number of people to be affected by AIDS in Nigeria, Ethiopia, Russia, India and China will be over 110 million.  A report by the US National Intelligence Council said the spread of AIDS in the 5 countries listed will be the main driver for the disease in the world; and that the epidemics will put serious strain on the world’s financial resources, heighten tensions and posed a national security threat to the United States.  (Punch Oct 3, back page).

Evolution of Man from Apes: “Missing Link” still missing!

In July this year, the evolution school came out with another of their usual hypes.  Yet another “oldest trace of pre-human ancestor” has been found, this time in the Chad basin.  And as happens to all such claims in the end, even fellow evolutionists who cannot stomach all the fancy stories dealt out to the incredulous public have shot down all the tall tales and purely imaginative re-creations.  Verdict, the so-called “Tourmai” fossil had nothing to do with human evolution, but was just an ape.  One of the prominent evolutionists turning out this verdict is anthropologist Milford Wolpoff who in an article in the October issue of the journal Nature, argued that the Chad fossil “is not a human or a direct ancestor of humans”.  The “missing link” connecting apes to humans remain missing because it simply does not exist.  (news@creationtips.ws)
Icr Scientists Provide Solid Scientific Evidences In Favour Of Recent Creation
An Impact article in the October edition of ICR’s Acts and Facts newsletters began with this very exciting paragraph:

“Recent experiments commissioned by the RATE project indicate that ‘1.5 billion years’ worth of nuclear decay took place in one or more short episodes between 4,000 and 14,000 years ago.  The results strongly support our accelerated decay hypothesis, that episodes with billion-fold speed-ups of nuclear decay occurred in the recent past, such as during the Genesis flood, the Fall of Adam, or early Creation week.  Such accelerations would shrink the alleged 4.5 billion year radioisotope age of the earth down to the 6,000 years that a straightforward reading of the Bible gives”.


The evidences cited are incontrovertible.  One is the clear demonstration that the ‘missing’ radiogenic helium which had generated much interest in the Scientific community in past years, and is up to now still unresolved, is not missing at all!  Every scientist understands that the helium formed as Uranium decays to Lead (The 8 alpha particles released in the chain acquire free electrons and become helium atoms) should be detectable in the earth’s atmosphere today.  In fact, radiogenic helium should be a sizable component of our atmosphere today, if indeed the earth has existed for some 4.5 billion years - especially given the high mobility of helium (being an inert gas, it is one of the most slippery substances known, and is used to detect leakages in vacuum systems).  Well the news is that most of the helium, hitherto unsuccessfully sought for everywhere in the atmosphere, is still in the earth crust and mantle.  Findings by the RATE team and the government lab at Oak Ridge now show that the helium has not even had enough time to leak out of the crystals where it originated.  So much for billions of years!


A related development was also pointed out in the ICR’s newsletter.  Reports in the conventional scientific literature routinely indicate that Accelerator Mass Spectroscopy measurement of carbon-14 in coal, oil, “old” bones, etc. all show low, but measurable concentrations of C-14.  Now, since the half-life of C-14 is only 5730 years, there is no way biogenic samples should still have any C-14 left at all if indeed they lived millions of years ago!  The conventional scientific community continues to report these results but at the same time ignore the clear implications.  For more details and more clear-cut scientific evidences debunking the conventional dating techniques, visit www.icr.org.

CHURCH ARISE! OUTREACH

Please join us at our Outreaches in November and December as follows:
Wed Nov. 13: DOCUMENTARY VIDEO SHOW

(One World Religion, featuring Gary Kah)

Venue: Church Arise! Secretariat, No 7 C.C, OAU

Wed. December 11: PUBLIC LECTURE

Radioisotope Dating and the Age of the Earth: Is the Earth billions of years or only thousands of years old?
Speaker: Dr J.O. Ojo (Physics Dept, OAU)

Venue: Conference Centre Main Library, C.C., OAU

Time for both meetings is 5.00 – 7.00 pm.

Please attend and bring along others.  Thank you!

TERROR! (TOPICAL ISSUE CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE)
In this situation, both American president, G.W. Bush and Osama bin Laden are mere pawns being used to usher in what has been in the schemes for some 200 years, at least.  

As at the present time, the major conclusion that has to be admitted is that both Bush and bin Laden (or at least Al Qaeda, granted than Osama could indeed be dead) are even more strongly placed to continue their war of annihilation while the world structure – societal axioms, lifestyles, norms and values - take all the brunt.  Everything is inevitably leading to the kind of world order the Bible predicts will be in place at the end times.  How are things shaping up to fulfill this Biblical picture?  We cite three forthcoming scenarios to watch out for in the months (or perhaps weeks) ahead.

          First, the United Nations (vehicle for global governance) will increasingly rise in prominence even as the influence of the United States of America (representing traditional sovereign states) wanes.  For one thing, terror acts such as the American sniper attacks or the Bali bombing quite plainly debunked all the myths of impregnable, high-tech national intelligence networks; and show just how vulnerable individual States are.  With the probable exception of Mr Bush, it is clear to most people that the war on terrorism cannot be won merely by counter-violence.  Terrorism is pushing society into a new world order, new understanding, including an end to the modern sovereign state doctrine.  Both the terrorists and the terrorized are fair game for New Age Terrorism to use to achieve its end goal.

With the USA already decided on waging a war on Iraq, and the complication of North Korea coming up (North Korea admits having an on-going clandestine program to develop weapons of mass destruction – but it cannot be attacked, while Iraq is only under strong suspicion of trying to acquire some); it is getting clear that the USA’s resources, power and influence, vast as these are, are yet limited.  Most countries in the world are not hiding their preference for the United Nations to be playing the roles the USA is trying to play, policing the world.  The invasion of Iraq is almost certain to come, but again it is also quite clear that effecting a “regime change” in Baghdad will only be the beginning of a long tedious process.  There is virtually no prospect of the US placing her troops in Baghdad for any length of time; so it is the UN that is set to “reap” Baghdad after the United States might have completed the dirty aspect of the job.  The job of monitoring the weapons programme of the new Iraq over several years to come, and the keeping of internal peace can only be attempted by the United Nations.  In all these, the emergence of a new Baghdad is imminent.  The Bible states categorically that the city of Babylon will be flourishing at the end times and will probably be the anti-christ’s headquarters (Zechariah 5:11, Revelations 17:5, etc). Given that the UN is the vehicle to bring in the antichrist, it then follows that Babylon (currently being re-built by Saddam Hussein) must first become a major seat of the UN (a regional HQ for instance), and not long after become the de-facto HQ  - and again it is not too difficult to imagine how Babylon could soon displace New York as the world’s capital city.  Hence the first major imminent development arising from the current tension in our world today is that the United Nations will continue to increase even as the United States continues to decrease, and the city of Babylon will rise again to the position the Bible predicts it will occupy in the end times – and that is set to happen in our time!


Second (and certainly of more important consequence for Christianity, as we shall shortly show) is that fundamental Islam is soon to be either completely eradicated, or at least completely silenced and removed as a major player in defining the new world.  There is no doubt that the current struggle in the world is basically between the forces of fundamental Islam fighting for its very life against the forces of the post-modern world.  

After all, the common thread linking ALL the various terror incidents highlighted at the beginning of this article is fundamental Islam.  See also the comments of a Nigerian Islamic scholar affirming that the new world order advocates are out to annihilate Islam (www.gamji.com/weekly-jan25-1.tm).  With Communism, the last major anti-religious ideology obstructing the emergence of a new One-World religion, having been virtually dismantled – largely through the direct efforts of Mikhail Gorbachev, erstwhile No 1 Communist, now No 1 United Nations /New Age man,  the battle is now directed at the world’s three monotheist religions: Islam, Christianity and Judaism.  These religions, affirming that there is one personal Creator God as well as a personal devil can never in their fundamental forms, ever accept the new emerging religion based on the eastern mysticism ideas of pantheism – that is everyone of us, including the ‘so-called devil’ are part of the same one God.  This bizarre idea, very vividly promoted in the popular Walt Disney film, Lion King part 2, further boldly asserts that there is no basic difference between “good” and “evil”.   Monotheism is a big obstacle to the emerging Buddhism-based new world order!  For now, fundamental Islam is under the hammer, and it is clear that it is a one-sided battle against the determined, often fanatical fundamentalists.  As at today, the largest Moslem nation in the world (Indonesia) is headed by a woman, a notion that fundamental Moslems find very humiliating.  Why, women are not even supposed to be seen outside!  And in Quatar right on the Arabian peninsula, sale of alcohol is now legalized.  One can almost feel for the fundamentalist Jihadists as they powerlessly watch their power and values swept away by forces far too greater for them to ever confront (see 1 John 5:5) or even understand (1 Cor. 2:14).  We are not suggesting that there will be no intense resistance by fundamental Islam.  For instance Al Qaeda is getting bigger and stronger while Sharia and other similar
extremism are continually being exported and  sponsored wherever the opportunities exist.  However, the outcome is a foregone conclusion – Islamic fundamentalism is on its way to oblivion.


And that leads to the next of the three religions – fundamental (i.e. Bible believing!) Christianity.  Of course fundamental Christianity has been under serious attacks for centuries, but the point we are making is that very soon, after the incapacitation of Islam, Bible-believing Christians will be next.  This time around, the weapons will include high-tech mind-bending tools, in addition to the usual persecutions and denials.  With our dogged determination to stand for Christ Jesus, we will become so much a pain in the neck of the rest of the world’s community as the American sniper or bin Laden, say, are in the neck of the world today.  This is bound to happen surely as the day follows the night.  At Church Arise!, we have been pointing this out for a long time now and urging the Church, indeed individual Christians, to prepare.  New Agers make no secret of the fact that today, Bible-believing Christians are the cogs in the wheel of the world’s transformation into the occultic so-called Aquarean Age.  New Age literature frequently describe Christians as the “pockets of darkness” that is preventing the world from reaching the “critical mass” required to usher in the antichrist (called Christ, of course).  They further make no secret of their perceived solution to the problem – the separatists (i.e. Christians who claim their’s is the ONLY way to Heaven, See John3:3, 14:6, etc) must be excised from the rest of humanity as cancerous cells have to be removed from the body, painful an exercise as that may be.  The Bible agrees with them that “He who lets” (that is, preventing the coming of) the antichrist, will continue to do so, until Christ comes to physically remove him from so doing. (2 Thess 2:7).  However while New Agers predict the crushing of Christianity (as fundamental Islam is about to be crushed/neutralised), the Bible makes it clear, that  darkness can never overcome the light, and that Christians will leave the arena only by Rapture, at the time chosen by the Lord Jesus.  It is the Jews that will once again bear the brunt of the antichrist’s wrath (for 3 ½ years) before they are finally rescued by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Unfortunately many Christians think this decision of Jesus to exclude His Bride from the coming evil is mere escapism that fundamental Christians have invented!


The third major fall-out we can expect from current developments is more widespread embrace of the chip culture.  As far as we are concerned, the implantation in the human body, of the various microchips currently being given wide promotion, will mark the very end of our world as we know it; and there will be absolutely no reason why the Lord will allow the world order to continue after the chip implantation has become universal.  It simply will be too late for anybody to ‘repent’ again.  We have had much to write on this in the past, but the long and short of it is that it is now well established that anyone who has been microchipped is rather like a computer linked to the Internet.  Such a person becomes part of the global mind/”consciousness”.  Not only can the very thoughts of such a person be monitored, they can even be influenced.  Please refer to the website of Department of Cybernetics, University of Reading, United Kingdom to see the technical details – Cyborg project (see also, CA! Vol 5 No 3).  While many people are being coaxed and induced to have a chip imbedded under their skin for various benefits (including health, economic, security, etc); the strongest arguments in favour of mandatory microchipping of all human beings are always associated with terrorism.  Just think of it, identification would become fool- and tamper-proof, automatic electronic vaccine could be induced to all citizens in the events of some germ warfare, and even better still, the terrorists could be convinced to change their minds, not only about terror, but even about their perceived grievance with society!


The direction the world is headed for is quite apparent to all who will take even just a little time to think.  This article has only merely attempted to scratch the surface and point out things which must shortly come to pass.  The convergence of observable data in society with Bible prophecies written 2 millenia ago should encourage us to seek ways to align ourselves with the Lord’s agenda for our time.  Our prayer is that no reader of this article will be like the fellow described in James 1:24 in the Scriptures: He looked at himself in the mirror and going off on his way, promptly forgot what he saw.  How are you going to respond to all these things happening all around you? (2 Peter 3:11-17)

EXHORTATION

Kibroth-Hatta-a-vah – Graves of Lust

       Lust blocks a man from God’s view.  Lust, when it is matured and full grown, pitches a man against God.  It sends a man to a spiritual mortuary… far deep in ice.  He lives at a spiritual temperature which forecloses any form of spiritual activity.  He may be moving up and down in church or around religious activities, but he will never experience a true movement of the spirit of God within his soul.  He will have a form of godliness but will be denied of its power thereof. (2 Tim. 3:5-6).  He may still be speaking in tongues but will have no experience of the power of the Holy Spirit.  He will no longer enjoy the leading (or leadership) of the Spirit.  God will no longer waste His voice on instructing him since He knows that he will still follow the desires of his lustful heart anyway.  His heart will be cold, dead, iced, in a mortuary of Lust.

        Brother! You need first be reminded that it is not every request that Heaven grants that God is happy with.  Then you need next be warned that if you force them to release something against their own plan, they will release something else along with it; a leanness of the soul!  If you will continue in the pursuit of lusts and inordinate ambitions, prepare for a future drought in your spirit!

        My beloved sheep of the Master, QUICK!  Deliver your soul from the impending danger.  Rise!  Pre-empt the calamity soon to befall unwary pursuers of desire.  Rise!  Dig a kibroth for the lurking lusting mixed multitudes in your spiritual camp ever before they will send you to their own Kibroth.  Cast out the lusts of your heart before you are caught with it, slain with it and buried with it.  There is still time to locate all the pet dreams and ambitions in your heart, carry-overs of secret excursions to Egypt; and dig a grave for each of them.  Let contentment and a patient trust replace the frenzied agitation for those things you actually do not really need now, so that God can resume His suspended programme to bring you to an expected end.

Lanre Adeboye. From his book, The Graves of Lust.  Sanctuary Books, July 2000.  ISBN 978-047-646-6
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TOPICAL ISSUE: TERRORISM USHERS IN THE NEW WORLD ORDER

It will take someone playing the ostrich to claim not seeing this clear handwriting:  that a new wave of terrorism is spreading all over the world again, and new realities and measures will just have to be embraced by the world to contain the situation.  Irresistibly and irreversibly, a giant leap into the much-announced New World Order (NWO) is already sprung. As the advert goes, “your world is about to change”!

But first let’s briefly review the incredible unfolding events.  In the month of October alone, over 7 headline-making acts of terror occurred in diverse parts of the world.  First was the bomb in a bar in Zamboanga, in the Philippines leaving 3 dead.  That was on October 2, the day the Washington sniper also started his 3-week shooting spree that resulted in 10 dead and 3 seriously injured while it lasted.  Other terror attacks included the ramming of a French oil tanker on October 6, an attack on US Marines at an Island training facility in Kuwait (Oct 8), and the horrendous Bali bombing four days later on October 12 (over 180 dead).  Up to 5 small package bombs exploded at various police and government offices in Karachi on Oct 16, 2 went off at a departmental store again in Zamboanga leaving 7 dead the next day (Oct 17), and yet another one on October 18 at Manila inside a bus.  There was of course the bus bombing in Israel on the 24th (leaving 14 dead), bombing in Finland, and as the month wound up, the hostage-taking Chenchen rebels storming a Moscow theatre.  The war is on, and perplexed governments all over the world are desperately seeking (and receiving) unprecedented powers to fight back.  

Following the paths begun on Sept 11, last year (the infamous 9-11 bombing), fundamental human rights, citizens’ privacy rights, traditional diplomatic tact, eg. pretence (at least) to respecting national sovereignty of independent nations, etc are being shoved into the garbage bin with outright impunity, while a scared and confused citizenry cheer along and urge the government to move even more quickly.  As we have repeatedly stated, 9-11 without question, marks the beginning of the much-expected new world order.  ( continued on page 6
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